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BIOGRAPHY 

James Kicklighter was born in 1988, where he spent the first eighteen years of his life in 
Bellville, Georgia, population 123. He has gone on to become an award-winning director 
and producer of narrative films, documentaries and advertising. He is an active member of 
the Director’s Branch of the Television Academy, and is a p.g.a. producer.

His work has been recognized by the world’s press, including The Hollywood Reporter, 
Deadline Hollywood, Politico, The Los Angeles Times, and The Times of India. Kicklighter 
has served as a panelist at the Oscar®-qualifying Hollyshorts Film Festival, taught 
filmmaking courses on Stage32.com, and his interview series with the popular YouTube 
channel Film Courage has over 250,000 views. 

He resides in Los Angeles, California and still can't believe he gets to work across the 
country and around the globe.


THE AMERICAN QUESTION 
Director James Kicklighter’s latest film is his multi-year documentary, The American 
Question.

Released in 2024, The American Question was the #1 new release on Apple TV and earned 
a perfect 100% rating from critics on Rotten Tomatoes. Delving into the heart of a divided 
America, exploring the historical and contemporary factors that have eroded our trust in 
our neighbors, communities, institutions, and government. With input from numerous 
experts, including Colin Woodard, Amy Chua, Yuval Levin, Tania Israel, and narrated by 
political analyst, Guy Tal Seemann, The American Question seeks to answer the pressing 
question: can America rediscover its unifying values and restore trust among its people?

James Kicklighter, p.g.a. also produces The American Question, with a creative team 
including Guy Seemann, p.g.a., an international political consultant, director of 
photography Jonathan Pope (Emmy® Award Nominee, The Social 
Dilemma),  editors Mohamed El Manasterly (Emmy® Award Winner, “Welcome to 
Wrexham,” The Square), J.D. Sievertson, a.c.e. (“The Chi,” ”Cosmos") and Carlos Puga 
(Emmy® Award Winner, “True Life”), featuring original animation from Filmograph 
(Beetlejuice, Beetlejuice, Joker: Folie à Deux, John Wick).


THE SOUND OF IDENTITY 
In 2021, Kicklighter released The Sound of Identity, premiering on STARZ, streaming on 
Prime Video, and available on demand — rated 91% fresh on Rotten Tomatoes. In the 
spotlight of global media coverage, Lucia Lucas, the first transgender woman to perform 
as Don Giovanni in a professional opera, makes her historic debut in one of the reddest 
states in America. 

From director James Kicklighter, The Sound of Identity is produced by Emmy Award-
winning producers Russ Kirkpatrick & Andy Kinslow and is executive produced by Golden 
Globe®-winner and Academy Award®-nominated Josh Bachove (Minari, The Little Hours), 
with Jonathan Pope (Emmy® Award Nominee, The Social Dilemma) as Director of 
Photography. 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6850952/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt10156584/


PREVIOUS WORK 
Kicklighter produced, edited and co-wrote the directorial debut of youth advocate and 
novelist Jim St. Germain (“A Stone of Hope”), Every 9 Hours (2019), a modern-day 
exploration of skin color and identity in society. Starring Philip Smithey ("Switched at 
Birth"), Elizabeth Ferrera ("Lethal Weapon"), Kahyun Kim ("American Gods") and Danny 
Trejo (Predator, Machete) the film debuted at numerous film festivals across the country, 
now streaming on Amazon’s Prime Video.

Returning to the director’s chair, Angel of Anywhere (2018) is the story of an empathetic 
stripper who plays therapist to his many damaged clientele and co-workers. Angel of 
Anywhere stars Briana Evigan (Step Up Movie 2: The Streets), Ser’Darius Blain (Jumanji: 
Welcome to the Jungle, “Charmed”), and introduces Axel Roldos as Angel. Streaming on 
multiple platforms, Angel screened at over a dozen global festivals, including the Oscar® 
qualifying Hollyshorts and Sidewalk Film Festivals, winning Best Narrative Short at the 
2018 Macon Film Festival. The film was distributed domestically by Hewes Pictures on 
ShortsTV.

His first feature film, Desires of the Heart, was released theatrically across India in 
November 2015. Kris Sharma (Val Lauren, Medal of Honor, Sal) leaves a budding romance 
with an artist (Alicia Minshew, “All My Children”) in Savannah for a marriage arranged by 
his parents in India. There, he discovers centuries old secrets that may determine the fate 
of his destiny. Shot in Savannah and Rajasthan, India, Desires was an official selection of 
numerous festivals across the United States and around the world, including the Cannes 
Marché du Film and was the winner of Best Foreign Film at the Los Angeles Femme Film 
Festival. 

He was the for Film Director for Hillary Clinton's 2016 Presidential Campaign in Virginia, 
directing content featuring Sen. Tim Kaine, Sean Astin, Lena Dunham (“Girls”), Kate Walsh, 
("Grey’s Anatomy") Bellamy Young ("Scandal”), Constance Wu (“Fresh off the Boat”), Miley 
Cyrus, Olympic figure skater Michelle Kwan, former secretary of state Madeleine Albright, 
amongst other public, private and political figures.


PHILANTHROPY 
Director James Kicklighter is on the Advisory Board for AMBITION, a Los Angeles-
based entrepreneurial program for disadvantaged youth. He volunteers with Kids in the 
Spotlight, a Los Angeles-based organization that helps foster youth heal and grow from 
trauma through the power of storytelling and filmmaking — directing the 2024 film 
Whatever it Takes, and producing the 2023 National Script Competition Winner, Speak.

He also serves on the Advisory Board for the Department of Communication Arts at 
Georgia Southern University, his alma mater. He was chosen out of over 30,000 living 
graduates to be listed on the inaugural Georgia Southern 40 Under 40 Alumni, selected 
for “impact in business, leadership, community, educational and/or philanthropic 
endeavors.”


http://jameskicklighter.com/desires-of-the-heart-releasing-on-6th-november-in-india/
http://jameskicklighter.com/desires-of-the-heart-releasing-on-6th-november-in-india/
http://www.cinematlmagazine.com/stories/2017/4/2/james-kicklighter-digital-edition-hillary-clinton-campaign-videos-atlanta-film-chat-episode-136


SOCIAL REACH 

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM VERIFIED ACCOUNTS (2024) 

HIGHLIGHTS 

SELECTED WORK SAMPLES 

Visual Highlight Reel 
Whatever it Takes    
Tulsa Opera Campaign   ·   Madama Butterfly   ·   Carmen 
Caesars Cashless China   ·   We the Future   ·   AMI Network 
Shel Bee: Branches   ·   Every 9 Hours 

SELECTED FULL LENGTH FILMS 

https://vimeo.com/1023316718?share=copy
https://youtu.be/nAhz7SKBApM
https://vimeo.com/69809349?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/373331331?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/954995417?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/385339847?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/386603438?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/385343106?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/255689170?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/227482662?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/263009656?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/129523428?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/287855621?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/362195929/4fb1434154?share=copy


https://www.politico.com/newsletters/the-recast/2024/10/29/american-question-identity-polarization-election-00186023







https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2024-10-31/how-to-deal-with-election-stress
https://view.newsletters.cnn.com/messages/1731420006327d86ffb62fd27/raw?curator=MediaREDEF







https://www.inquirer.com/things-to-do/things-to-do-philadelphia-bruce-springsteen-documentary-20241031.html







https://www.app.com/story/news/nation/2024/11/07/american-question-documentary-division-united-states-politics/76088294007/







https://loudandclearreviews.com/the-american-question-film-review/








https://film-authority.com/2024/12/04/the-american-question/







https://cinemacy.com/the-american-question-review/





https://www.times-herald.com/arts_and_community/reviews/weekly-movie-reviews/article_655f9f2e-a13a-11ef-9ce2-37124a296a1e.html





https://www.filmfocusonline.com/post/the-american-question-review


https://deadline.com/2020/12/shout-studios-the-sound-of-identity-docu-transgender-woman-opera-star-kirkpatrick-and-kinslow-productions-lucia-lucas-james-kicklighter-1234660219/


 

https://www.queerty.com/james-kicklighter-raises-curtain-transgender-opera-star-sound-identity-20210601


 
 

https://www.queerty.com/james-kicklighter-raises-curtain-transgender-opera-star-sound-identity-20210601


https://screenrant.com/best-lgbtq-movies-hulu-queer/


 

 

https://www.savannahnow.com/story/entertainment/2021/05/18/georgia-filmmaker-james-kicklighter-debuts-the-sound-identity-documentary-lucia-lucas/5116632001/


 
 

https://www.savannahnow.com/story/entertainment/2021/05/18/georgia-filmmaker-james-kicklighter-debuts-the-sound-identity-documentary-lucia-lucas/5116632001/


 

https://www.savannahnow.com/story/entertainment/2021/05/18/georgia-filmmaker-james-kicklighter-debuts-the-sound-identity-documentary-lucia-lucas/5116632001/


 

 
 

 

https://www.filminquiry.com/the-sound-of-identity-2020-review/
https://www.filminquiry.com/the-sound-of-identity-2020-review/


 

 

How much of this was 
discovered in post-
production and editing, and 
you do this remarkable job 
of keeping all these plates 
spinning in the air. How 
much was delivered in 
post, and what was the 
initial jumping-off point? 

https://www.filminquiry.com/the-sound-of-identity-2020-review/





I love the transferral of time from Tobias and Lucia; it’s a very beautiful 
friendship; you really get the feeling that these two people have this 
very profound understanding, and the personalities bump a little — in 
the best possible way. 

James Kicklighter: We shot that scene for three-and-a-half hours, but 
there’s only seven minutes of it in the film. There comes to a point when 
you shoot something long enough in documentaries, where I believe the 
subject forgets they’re being filmed.


Then, you’re able to capture authentic moments that feel like they should 
be in a scripted film. Although it’s not scripted, it feels like it’s a written 
piece of dialogue, which is something that I wanted to accomplish with 
The Sound of Identity. I wanted it to feel like a narrative film, because I 
thought that was also emulating the heightened world of opera.


There’s the fly-on-the-wall, and the more participatory director. I think 
what you get with moments like that, when for instance, you’re a fly 
on the wall with the performers, it’s a different dichotomy. 

James Kicklighter: You’re very fortunate as a director when working with 
performers, because you know they’re engaging with the screen. I think 
the better question is — are they being truthful because they know how to 
act? How do you not reveal to them what your intentions are, so they’re 
not performing for the camera? Because if I let either of those cards go, 
I’m not directing a documentary film anymore.


https://www.filminquiry.com/the-sound-of-identity-2020-review/





https://elementsofmadness.com/2021/05/31/sound-of-identity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VV2fUykGTKw
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https://pipelineartists.com/james-kicklighter-the-sound-of-identity/


 

 

https://pipelineartists.com/james-kicklighter-the-sound-of-identity/


 

https://operawire.com/q-a-director-james-kicklighter-on-his-film-the-sound-of-identity/
https://operawire.com/q-a-director-james-kicklighter-on-his-film-the-sound-of-identity/
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